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{ DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS 


WASHINGTON 25, D. GC. IN REPLY REFER TO 


Op-00/rw 
30 August 1956 





MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL RADFORD 


1. Enclosed is an exchange of personal dispatches I had with 
Admiral Stump last night and in which you would be interested. 


2. 1am sure that the President and all other senior officials 
realize the possibility of the ChiCommies making an attack , fs 
on our forces, and I am equally sure that we would destroy Lo 
the attacking enemy units and would be given permission to \ 
strike back fast. Do you agree with the views that I have ex- 


; 3] 
pressed in my reply to Felix? \ 
3, Felix is keeping the four CVAs available on the line in % 
WestPac. YORKTOWN has been retained in the Far Hast es 
beyond her normal period and the BON HOMME RICHARD is 
is sailing ahead of time to relieve her on station. ~S 
aS 
Respectfully, : . 
f- 
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wee =. w* ARLEIGH BURKE 
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‘OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 3004072 


FROMs CNO 
TO: CINCPAC 


Exclusive for Adm. Stump from Burke. Your 29194524 is 
certainly correct. I think the possibilities are recognized 
here but to make certain I will take it up again in the morning. 
Certainly if the Chi Commies attack our ships while they are in 
international waters we must exercise the right of hot pursuit 
and be successful therein. We cannot slink away now nor in the 
future. If our ships are to be attacked on the high seéas at 
any time, let us find it out now. We cannot cower because of what 
the Communists might és, These are my personal wees tus I will 
see if I can have them corroborated tomorrow. We must at the 
same time not be reckless and therefore we should stay outside 
the three mile limit unless we have excellent indications that 
we know. exactly where the downed plane is. If we should find 
cur downed aircraft in a specific place within the three mile 
limit of Communist China we will ask the highest U.S. authorities 
to authori,e the salvage of the bodies and plane after first 
notifying the Chinese Communists we intend to do so. That is 
why we must stay in international waters unless and until we are 
specifically authorized to proceed with an operation at an exact 
location. 

Para. This is a ticklish and dangerous business and I share 


your concern. Further I know you share my belief that it is im- 
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portant for the United States to stand up to our difficult task 
without being foolhardy. I!11 discuss this whole works again with 
my associates tomorrow but I am reasonably certain that they will 


again agree this is proper. 


AC -- Paraphrase not required except prior to Category B 
enceryption--physically remove all intemal references by 
date-time group prior to declassification--no unclassified 
reference if the date-time group is quoted 
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OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 2919452 (AUG 56) 


FMs CINCGPAC 
TOs CNO 


Exclusive from Adm. Stump to Adm Burke. Ref my 2906092 
I am not Gisturbed by the increased volume ChiCom radio traffic 
which usually goes with aircraft they consider hostile as they 
may be using it for drill purposes Sx to watch what we are doing. 

Para. I do hope however that Washington on a high level has 
thought out what action we will take against ChiComs if they 
cause any trouble during present omration. I feel that we 
positively must retaliate vigorously and effectively if they 
interfere in any way. Otherwise we will lose considerable 
prestige throughout Asia, whereas if we retaliate vigorously 
and effectively and with success we will gain prestige, which 
I presume to be the main purpose of the operation. Para. 

As you will notice we are going to operate to the three 
mile limit which is the only limit U.S. recognizes and will 
disregard the ChicCom twelve mile limit. Para. 

To summarize, we cannot afford to stick our tail between 
our legs and run out if they start trouble, but must stay there 
and fight it out at least long enough to show that we are de- 


parting at a time of our own choice. 
Action: Op-922Y 


AC--Paraphrase not required except prior to category B encryp- 
tion--physically remove all internal references by date-time 
group prior to declassification--no unclassified reference if 
the date time group is quoted. 
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